MY WAY: Dr Matthias Rath of the Rath Foundation, which prormotes thé use of spechic vitamins in the fight against Aids, kstens

to an HIV-positive person praise the apparant affectiveness of the reatment
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Aids dissident uses ‘infomercial’ tactics to sell vitamins

DOMINOLE HERMAN

YESTERDAY wasa “historic”
day for the people of South
Aflrica as far as vitamibn enire-
perenenr Matthias Bath was con
cerned, as 70 people gathersd fo
demonstrate what micronutri-
enits had done to “reverse” their
HIV Alds rolated sy mpoms.

[ thee stvle al an infomercial.
sach person spoke of his or her
positive experience. The Dr
Rath Healih Foundation's
Monde Tulwans transiatad
what they wens saying.

“Hee thiy are in firont of you
saying yes, Wi are geiting better;
yos, we fiee] befter; ves, natural
health works,” e sakl

But Aids activists and
researchirs wers angerad yos-
terday by Rath's remewed
clnims,

“There is no published data
anywhere in the world that it
min supplements have anything
like the impact of anti-retrovi-
rals,” safd Robin Wood, who
runs the Desmond Tuiu HIV
Reseapeh Centre at the Universi-
ty of Capse Towm

“1 hawe wsedd general vitamin
supplements over the years
along with anti-retrovirals and
I've never been able to show that
ihey makes o difference to the
survival of patients at all,” he
sald, adding that ART reduces
the death rate of Aldls patlents

by S,

Rath relused to respond to
this latest criticism. saying it
wauld “tarnish the pasitive mes-
sage” e was trying to pai across
and that those (critleal) organl-
sations would be “wiped awny
by history™.

Treatment Action Campabgn
spakeanan Nathan Geffen said
*This man i a charlatan. Theos
is nothing scientific about his
sty The consequance is thal
many peaple hava died and will
dif i a result of the conluslon
{hat he has crented and by nist
taking the medicine they shiald
hnve™

Ammong those parmbel vester-
day by Bath was Marriete Mdzlh

wha wies diagnased with HIV in
1561, She &ald she started taking
the vitamins three months aga |
when lier CIM white blsod call
count wns 365, She said it had |
incrensed fo ML

*1 had Bodls on my arms and 1 |
eobdn't walk properly, I could-
n't talk. After five days (ol taking
tha vitnmins) 1 fell something
that changed in my body,” she
sain.

Rath ended the preseniation
by shiowing pictures of the Inter-
nationn] Criminal Court in The
Hague, saying that from this
point on, anyoene who lgnored
“ithe fact™ that Alds can be con-
iralled naturally would be held
acconurbnibe i oourt.



